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Introduction 


Introduction 


During December 2023 I bought the old photograph which appears on the cover of this booklet. The 
seller was based in Edinburgh, Scotland, and had no specific information to offer about the location 
of the photograph. I had no reason to think that the photograph had been taken in Edinburgh, or 
elsewhere in Scotland, though a Scottish location was a possibility. 


The sign over the shop indicated that the premises were those of J. Higgins, Boot & Clog 
Manufacturer. Over the years I have researched many British clog makers, from the south coast of 
England to Scotland and Ireland, so I decided to check my previous research. The most likely 
candidate was a John Higgins, Clogger, of High Street, Bradley Green, Staffordshire. He was 
named in several Staffordshire directories. I found that Bradley Green is now firmly part of 
Biddulph, Staffordshire, and that the old place name survives as ‘The Bradley Green’, a J. D. 
Wetherspoon public house on Biddulph High Street. 


Assuming that the photograph was of John Higgins’ premises in Bradley Green, I wanted to 
establish the specific location of the building. I have no knowledge of the area, and I was not 
confident that I could spot the shop on the present day High Street using Google Streetview. Instead 
I turned to Biddulph locals for advice, in particular the town council, local historical society, and 
members of two Facebook groups covering Biddulph. Between them they confirmed that the 
photograph was of Higgins’ Bradley Green premises, now known as 65 High Street, Biddulph, on 
the junction of High Street and King Street. 


Once I had the correct location for the photograph I decided to do further research into the Higgins 
family. I had already found some census entries for John Higgins, but I wanted to discover more of 
his life story. I present the results of my research in the following pages. 


Michael L. Jackson, 
Adlington (Lancashire), 
December 2023 
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John Higgins of Bradley Green 


John Higgins of Bradley Green, Biddulph, Staffordshire 


John Higgins was born on 23" May 1858 in Hanllan, Denbighshire, North Wales. The family name 
was recorded incorrectly as Haggans, possibly because the family was not local to the area and Mrs. 
Higgins’ accent was misunderstood when she registered her son’s birth. 


John’s father was William Higgins (Haggans per the record), a Clogmaker. An Ancestry record 
indicates that he was born on 13" December 1832 in Inch parish, Wigtownshire, Scotland. The most 
notable settlement in the parish was the town of Stranraer. 


Map of Inch Parish, Wigtownshire, Scotland, in the 1840s 


William Higgins married Alexandrina Milroy in Wigtownshire in 1853, and they started their family 
in Scotland before moving to Denbighshire in North Wales. 
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John Higgins of Bradley Green 
Map of Henllan, Denbighshire (1880s) — previous page 


The family did not stay in Denbighshire for many years. The census of 1861 recorded William 
Higgins as a Clog Maker at China Street, Everton Liverpool, Lancashire. John Higgins was said to 
have been two years old and his birthplace was identified only as North Wales. By the middle of the 
decade the Higgins family had moved away from Lancashire to Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland. 
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Map of Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland, in the 1870s 


William Higgins was recorded as being a Clog Maker at 1b Little Dovehill, Glasgow, Lanarkshire, 
in the census of 1871. John Higgins was thirteen years old, and his birthplace was recorded as being 
Wales. At that time he was already working. I am relying on the transcription of the census record 
available via Ancestry, which gives his occupation as Apprentice Tailor. If that is correct, his 
original plan must not have been to follow his father into clog making. 


Fortunately the street Little Dovehill survives to the present day, and I have identified its location 
courtesy of Google Maps. On the map above it was in the area to the north east of Glasgow Green. 
The map on the following page shows that it was due east of Gallowgate railway station. 


In the nineteenth century many Scottish towns and cities such as Glasgow did have cloggers or clog 
makers, so it is not surprising that William Higgins found a market for his clogs there. 
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Map of Glasgow showing Little Dovehill in the 1890s 


Though the Higgins family lived in Glasgow for much of the 1870s, by 1881 they had moved to 
Sandbach in Cheshire. It would be fascinating to know the reason for the move. 
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Map of Sandbach, Cheshire, in the 1880s 
William Higgins was a Clog Maker at 75 Union Street, Sandbach, Cheshire, in the 1881 census. 


John Higgins was not living in Sandbach with his parents and siblings. At present I am unable to 
identify where John was living when the 1881 census was taken. 
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Map of Union Street, Sandbach, in the 1890s 


It appears that William Higgins spent the rest of his working life in Sandbach, Cheshire. A directory 
of 1883 lists Wm. Higgins as a Clogger at Union St, Sandbach. The 1891 census recorded William 
Higgins as a Clogmaker at Union St, and the 1901 census recorded the same. By the time of that 
census he was about 69 years old, and still working, but sometime in the following years he was 
admitted to the Congleton Union Workhouse, at Arclid, Cheshire, where he died on 28" May 1907. 
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John Higgins of Bradley Green 
Congleton Union Workhouse in the 1890s — previous page 


John Higgins married Elizabeth Ann Jones in the early 1880s. A possible marriage is one to 
Elizabeth Ann Evans at Llanelly, Carmarthenshire, in 1881. Jones is given as the mother’s maiden 
name on the birth records of the couple’s children, but is seems possible that Miss Jones married a 
Mr. Evans and was widowed shortly thereafter before marrying John Higgins. 


Their son Albert Alexander Higgins was born on 7" May 1883 in Sandbach. John’s occupation was 
Clogger at Chapel Street, Sandbach. It seems that John had abandoned his earlier intention of 
becoming a tailor. 
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Map of Chapel Street, Sandbach, in the 1890s 


Son Ernest John Higgins was born on 15" September 1885 at Union Street, Sandbach. John 
Higgins’ occupation was recorded as Clogger. Having moved his family to Union Street from 
Chapel Street, it seems likely that John was working with his father. 


Before the end of the 1880s, John Higgins and his family moved from Sandbach to Biddulph in 
Staffordshire, a distance of around ten miles. Daughter Ada Beatrice Higgins was born in Biddulph 
on 31* January 1888. John’s occupation was Clogger (Master), and the family’s address was simply 
High Street, Biddulph. However a directory of 1888 gives the address as High Street, Bradley 
Green, Biddulph. 


On 11" February 1890 daughter Lily Gladys Higgins was born. John Higgins’ occupation was 
Clogger (Master), and the address High Street, Biddulph. Master Cloggers were self-employed or 
employers, whereas their employees were known as Journeymen Cloggers. 


The census of 1891 recorded John Higgins at High St, Bradley Green, Biddulph. By that time 
Higgins had begun to diversify. His occupation was recorded as being Clogger & Boot Dealer. 
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Map of Bradley Green, Biddulph, Staffordshire, in the 1890s 


High St, Bradley Green is visible in this map, as are collieries to the west of Bradley Green. If the 
collieries were still active at the time Higgins was a clogger in Bradley Green then it seems likely 
that the colliers (coal miners) would have been customers for his clogs or boots. 


As I mentioned in my introduction, the premises in the old photograph have been identified as 
having been at the junction of High Street and King Street. King Street is not visible in the map of 
Bradley Green. I assume that the street had not been built at this point and that the Higgins family 
was living in a different property on High Street and not the one in the photograph. 


John Armmold Cole Higgins was born on 1* August 1892. The family’s address was High Street, 
Biddulph, and John Higgins was a Clogger (Master). A directory of 1892 also confirmed that John 
Higgins was a Clogger at High Street, Biddulph. 


The Higgins family had very sad news on 24" March 1895 when John Arnold Cole Higgins died. 
He was only two years old. The place of death was High Street, Bradley Green Biddulph, so he died 
at home. His father’s occupation was recorded as being Boot and Shoe Maker. 


John Higgins was still listed as a Clogger at High Street, Bradley Green, Biddulph, in a directory of 
1896. He was mentioned as a victim of crime in this court case from the same year. 


PITIFUL CASE FROM BIDDULPH. 


Annie Bowering, 23, factory worker, was indicted for obtaining a pair of boots by false 
pretences from John Higgins, at Biddulph, on the 12th September.—She pleaded guilty. —In 
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reply to an inquiry from the Chairman as to whether she had any friends in in court, the 
accused's mother came forward. Replying to Lord Hatherton, the witness said the accused 
was not to go to their house again as her father had said he would not have her there any 
more. She was married, but lived apart from her husband, who was a labourer.—Replying to 
further questions the witness said the accused's father refused to have her back again so long 
as she had a husband who could keep her. — Lord Hatherton Will you undertake to look 
after her in case she is discharged?—Witness: I can't look after myself ; I have come almost 
straight out of bed to get here.—His Lordship, addressing the accused, said she would be 
bound over in her own recognisances. He added : I hope you will now turn over a new leaf. 
You have been given every chance now by this court, if perhaps you have not at your own 
house. 
Staffordshire Sentinel 24" October 1896 


A directory of 1900 listed John Higgins as a Clogger at High Street, Bradley Green, Biddulph. The 
census of 1901 recorded his occupation as Shoemaker. In a directory of 1904 he was again listed as 
a Clogger. 


What was Biddulph like at this time? A Staffordshire directory of 1904 describes it as follows: 


BIDDULPH is a large parish, in a hilly moorland district, 8 miles north-west from Leek, 3 
south-east from Congleton, 7 north from Burslem and Hanley and 159 from London, with 
stations at Biddulph and Black Bull on the loop line of the North Staffordshire Railway 
between Stoke and Congleton, in the Leek division of the county, north division of Pirehill 
hundred, Leek petty sessional division, Leek union, Congleton county court district, rural 
deanery of Leek, archdeaconry of Stoke-on-Trent and diocese of Lichfield. The river Trent 
rises at the south-east end of the parish, on Biddulph moor. 


The parish was governed by a Local Board from March 25th, 1882, but under the provisions 
of the "Local Government Act, 1894" (56 and 57 Vict. cap. 73), an Urban District Council 
has been established. The church of St. Lawrence, on the high road to the Potteries. is a 
building of stone, in the Early English style, consisting of chancel, clerestoried nave, aisles, 
south porch and an embattled western tower containing a clock and 6 bells : in the church 
are brasses to William Bowyer of Knypersley, patron of the church, 1602, his wife Ann 
(Heywood) 1603, and 15 children : there is also an altar tomb to Sir William Bowyer kt. 
dated 1640, and in a side chapel is a handsome marble monument, with life-sized figures of 
Our Saviour and two angels, erected in memory of Wm. and Mary, son and daughter of R. 
Heath esq. of Biddulph Grange: there are also two memorial windows to the same persons : 
a window filled with glass brought from Belgium, and various fragments of old glass 
representing incidents in Scripture history. The font, of Transition Norman date, is circular; 
it stands on four dwarf shafts and is adorned with interlaced arches. The carved oak 
pulpit was presented by Mrs. Heath in 1875; the organ and clock were given by the 
parishioners: in 1894 the church was re-seated, new floored and a new organ chamber added 
in memory of the late Robert Heath esq. of Biddulph Grange: there are sittings for 324 
persons. The register dates from the year 1558. The living is a vicarage, net yearly value 
£205, in the gift of Robert Heath esq. and held since 1892 by the Rev. David Brodie. In the 
churchyard lie a number of grave slabs incised with circular-headed crosses, swords and 
axes, and there is also a cross of the late Decorated period. The pariah abounds in coal and 
has several quarries of durable stone. There are several collieries, large iron works, and a 
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scrap iron and spade, shovel and fustian manufactories. Biddulph Grange, the seat of Robert 
Heath esq. J.P. is a modern mansion in the Italian style, and has attached to it finely laid-out 
gardens and conservatories, stocked with the choicest exotics: the late owner has spared 

neither pains nor expense in collecting the rarest shrubs, plants and flowers, and, possessing 
great botanical taste, has rendered the garden one of the chief objects of attraction in North 
Staffordshire. Biddulph Hall, situated at the north end of the parish, and anciently the seat of 
the Biddulph family, was built in the 16th century by Francis Biddulph, but has long been in 
ruins, having been destroyed in 1643 by the Parliamentary forces, on their march towards 

Stafford. Biddulph is divided into four hamlets and manors, viz., Overton, Middle and 

Nether Biddulph, of which the trustees of the late Charles Henry Mainwaring esq. J.P. are 

lords, and Knypersley, of which Robert Heath esq. J.P. is the lord. The principal landowners 
are Robert Heath esq. and the trustees of the late Charles Henry Mainwaring esq. J.P. of 

Whitmore Hall. The soil is sandy: subsoil, stiff clay. A few oats and some wheat are grown 
here, but the land is principally pasturage. The area is 5,671 acres; rateable value, £24,553; 
the population in 1901 was 6,427 in the civil and 5,217 in the ecclesiastical parish. 


Sexton, Jonah Cottrell. 


In the same directory of 1904 the following additional information is given in respect of Bradley 


Green: 


BRADLEY GREEN is a village 1 mile south of Biddulph Church, and has Wesleyan and 
Primitive Methodist chapels. 
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John Higgins of Bradley Green 
Map of Bradley Green in the early 1900s — previous page 


John Higgins was once more listed as a Clogger in a directory of 1908, but as a Boot Maker in the 
1911 census. His son Albert Alexander was described as a Clog Maker in that census, and the 
family’s address was 65 High Street, Biddulph. This is the location of the old photograph. 


Biddulph & District Genealogical & Historical Society has suggested that the Higgins family lived 
at that address from 1901 onwards. It is on the south side of the junction with King Street on this 
map. 


Map of Bradley Green Biddulph, in the early 1920s 
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The historical society has published a history of the businesses and families of Biddulph High 
Street. The society’s website describes it as follows: 


‘“Goowin' dine th’ grayn — A History of Biddulph High Street’ has been compiled by Elaine 
Heathcote, Margaret Fernyhough, David J. Outhwaite, Kath Walton and Derek Wheelhouse 
of December 2007. Nearly 200 pages of information about the families who have lived on 
Bradley Green High Street; with a detailed history of the buildings and photographs of many 
of the businesses. 


This book was revised by Elaine Heathcote and reprinted in March 2019. There are now 
over 200 pages of information about the families who have lived on Bradley Green High 
Street; with a detailed history of the buildings and photographs of many of the businesses. A 
History of Biddulph High Street now has 214 A4 pages and still costs £12.99. 


https://www.bdghs.org.uk/publications/bdghsbooks.php 


John Higgins was listed as a Clogger in a directory of 1912, and as a Boot Maker at 65 High St, 
Biddulph, in one published in 1916. 


Higgins died at 65 High Street on 18" July 1919. Probate was granted to Elizabeth Ann Higgins, his 
widow, and his effects totalled £865 1s. 6d. 


Following his father’s death, Ernest John Higgins carried on the business at 65 High Street, 
Biddulph. In 1921 a Staffordshire directory still listed the business as John Higgins, Clogger, 65 
High St, Biddulph, Congleton. Ernest John Higgins died in 1936. 


The building at 65 High Street still survives, with modifications. At one point it was a Barclays 
Bank, and currently is a betting shop. 


Just for fun, on the following page I have colourised a close-up of the men in front of the shop at 65 


High Street, Bradley Green. I assume they are John Higgins and his two sons. (A family member 
appears to have confirmed this in a comment on my post in a Biddulph Facebook group.) 
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Further Reading 


Further Reading 
(English language titles only) 


Amalgamated Society of Journeymen Cloggers, Rules, Oldham, 1915. 
Journeymen Cloggers were the employees of Master Cloggers, and their 
Amalgamated Society was equivalent to a trade union. Free download 
from the Internet Archive here, 


Atkinson, Jeremy Clogs and Clogmaking, Aylesbury, 1984. Written by 
an active clog maker, who specialises in making clog soles the traditional 
way, with cloggers’ knives. Well-illustrated with black and white 
photographs, it includes a brief list of other clog makers. 


Atkinson, Jeremy Clogs and Clogmaking, Botley, 2008. Republished 
by Shire Books, the 2008 edition no longer includes the list of other clog 
makers, but there is a list of museums to visit which have collections 
relevant to clog making. 


Broomhead, Duncan, Clogmakers — A Directory, Manchester, March 
1983. A directory of British clog makers identified as being active in the 
early 1980s, together with some no longer in the trade but who were 
known within recent memory. Useful illustrations of clog crimps 
(patterns in the leather uppers). Free download here. 


Broomhead, Duncan, Clogmakers — A Directory, Manchester, May 
1983. An updated edition of the directory with additional illustrations. 
Both editions are available free of charge as PDF documents. Free 
download from the Internet Archive here. 


Broughton, Alderman Thomas, History of the Clog & Patten Trade 
Accrington, c1899. Includes an essay by clogger James Butterworth of 
Manchester. Broughton’s booklet endorsed the Flemish weavers origins 
myth. It includes advertisements for businesses involved in the clog 
trade, including suppliers of clog blocks, leather, clasps, irons and tools. 
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Butterworth, Philip, Thomas Lamb, Master Clogger and George 
Childs, Journeyman Clogger: The Last Cloggers in Oldham, Part I, 
Tools and Trades History Society, 2022. The author interviewed Thomas 
Lamb in the mid-1960s. In this part he explains how clogs were made 
and includes illustrations of the tools used. 


Butterworth, Philip, Thomas Lamb, Master Clogger and George 
Childs, Journeyman Clogger: The Last Cloggers in Oldham, Part II, 
Tools and Trades History Society, 2023. In this part the author looks at 
George Childs. It is illustrated with photographs of Childs making clogs, 
and has pictures of tools and different styles of clogs. 


Butterworth, Philip, Thomas Lamb, Master Clogger and George 
Childs, Journeyman Clogger: The Last Cloggers in Oldham, Part III, 
Tools and Trades History Society, 2023. In this final part of the series the 
author presents more illustrations of clog styles, based on those included 
in the catalogue of Bolton’s Lion Clog Works. 


Clog Publicity Association, Clogs, Hebden Bridge, 1950s. An 
illustrated booklet for use by cloggers to promote clog wearing. Shows 
the clog styles available from many cloggers, and suggests where they 
should be worn. No publication date, but approximately 1950s. Free 
download from the Internet Archive here. 


Clyndes, Andrea, Sparking Clogs — A Brief History of Walkley Clogs, 
Todmorden, 1997. Illustrated with black and white photographs. The 
history of the Hebden Bridge clog sole works from John Maude, via 
Frank Walkley, to the new management of the 1990s. 


Colne Valley Museum, The Clog Maker — An illustrated account of 
Clog Making in Yorkshire and Lancashire around 1900, Golcar, 
undated. Illustrations show how a clogger would carve clog soles and 
make a pair of clogs. Still available from the museum. Check opening 
times online or via Facebook. 


de Boer-Olij, Tet, European Wooden Shoes — Their history and 
diversity, The Netherlands, 2002. Illustrated with colour and black and 
white photographs, and drawings, this hardback was published by a 
Dutch klompenmuseum. Wooden shoes from many European countries, 
including England, are discussed. 
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Further Reading 


Dendermonde, Max and Scholten, Herman, Wooden Shoes of 
Holland, The Netherlands, undated. Illustrated with colour photographs 
and line drawings, this booklet shows the making of Dutch klompen by 
traditional and modern methods. 


Dobson, Bob, Clattering Clogs, Blackpool, 1981. An informative and 
entertaining book, illustrated with black and white photographs. Includes 
lists of clog dance teachers and clog makers current at the time of 
publication. 


Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Clapham (Yorkshire), 1979. A well- 
researched and illustrated history of clog making, which rejects the old 
myth that Lancashire clogs were inspired by wooden shoes worn by 
Flemish weavers. 


Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Blackpool, 1993. An update to the 
1979 edition, which includes lists of the cloggers trading in the early 
1990s, clog dance teachers, and teams which performed in clogs, 
whether clog dancers, North West Morris dancers, or performers of other 
styles. A useful historical record. 


Fallon, Sally and Lepp, Jane, The 1989 Clogmakers/Clogrepairers 
Directory, Cheshire, 1989. An updated version of the directory first 
compiled by Duncan Broomhead in 1983. By 1989 a number of cloggers 
listed by Broomhead in 1983 were no longer in business. 


Grew, Francis and de Neergaard Margrethe, Shoes and Pattens, 
Woodbridge, 2006. First published in 1988, this includes black and white 
photographs and drawings of pattens, believed to be the forerunners of 
wooden soled clogs. 


Hartley, Marie and Ingilby, Joan, Making Boots, Shoes & Clogs, 
Otley, 1997. Illustrated with old and contemporary black and white 
photographs of clog making, including the Nelsons of Settle, Yorkshire. 
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Jackson, Janet M., About Clogs and Wooden Shoes, Adlington 
(Lancashire), 2023. A comparison of different styles of clogs and 
wooden shoes from around the world, inspired by vendors’ inaccurate 
listings on auction websites. Free download from the Internet Archive 
here. 


Jackson, Michael L., Clog Makers to the Stars, Adlington (Lancashire), 
2021. The history of the clog-making Hallam family of Wigan, 
Lancashire, some of whom moved to London and produced clogs for the 
stars of the day. Free download from the Internet Archive here. 


Jackson, Michael L., Lanky Yankees — Lancashire Clog Makers in 
Nineteenth Century United States, Adlington (Lancashire), 2021. A brief 
account of two Lancashire clog makers who were in business in the USA 
in the 1880s, including a report of a gory clog fight. Free download from 
the Internet Archive here. 


Jackson, Michael L., Memories of the Turtons of Skelmersdale, 
Lancashire — Celebrated Clog Makers, Adlington (Lancashire), 2021. 
Memories of Bill, Yvonne, and Sandra Turton, probably the best-known 
clog makers in Lancashire in the late twentieth century. Illustrated with 
black and white photographs. Free download here. 


Jackson, Michael L., The Aarons of Halifax — Boot, Shoe & Clog 
Makers, Adlington (Lancashire), 2022. The Aaron family of Halifax 
made boots and shoes for many years before adding wooden-soled clogs 
to their range. Free download from the Internet Archive here. 


Jackson, Michael L., The Cleggs — A Lancashire Clog Making Dynasty, 
The Lancastrian, Friends of Real Lancashire, 2022. A short history of the 
Cleggs, who made clogs in several Lancashire towns and villages, 
Ireland, and possibly in Utah (United States of America.) 


Jackson, Michael L., The Clog Making Cleggs of Lancashire’s Fylde, 
Adlington (Lancashire), 2022. The history of the Cleggs, nowadays best 
known for their former clog shops in Kirkham and Poulton-le-Fylde. 
They also traded as cloggers in other Fylde towns and villages, in other 
Lancashire towns, in Ireland, and perhaps in Utah (USA). Free download 
from from the Internet Archive here. 
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Further Reading 


Jackson, Michael L., The Miniature Marvels of Edward Rushton — 
Oswaldtwistle Clog Maker, Adlington (Lancashire), 2021. A brief history 
of Oswaldtwistle clogger Edward Rushton, illustrated with colour 
photographs of miniature clogs he made and collected. Free download 
from the Internet Archive here, 


Jenkins, J. Geraint, Clog Making (Woodworker magazine article), 
London, 1962. A short article explaining the use of cloggers’ knives to 
make clog soles. Illustrated with black and white photographs. 


Lion Clog Works (Bolton) and Jackson, Michael L., Retail Clog 
Catalogue, Bolton 1920s. A catalogue of clogs made by the Lion Clog 
Works, together with a history of clog makers in Church bank, Bolton. 
Free download from the Internet Archive here, 


Mickelborough, Jane, Clog Catalogue, Darwen (Lancashire), 1980s. A 
short document showing the styles of clogs made by former clogger in 
Darwen during the 1980s. Free download from the Internet Archive here. 


Noorlander, H., Wooden shoes — their makers and their wearers, 
Arnhem, 1978. Illustrated with black and white photographs and 
drawings. Covers the history of wooden shoes in the Netherlands and 
other European countries, including England. 


Sommerfield, Adolf, History of footwear with wooden soles, Berlin, 
1940. A short illustrated history of pattens and clogs republished as a 
pamphlet by the Klompenmuseum in the Netherlands. In addition to 
European wooden shoes, footwear in Syria, Korea, and Japan is 
discussed. 


Vigeon, Evelyn, Clogs or Wooden Soled Shoes, Journal of the Costume 
Society, 1977. Black and white photographs and drawings. An excellent 
history of the development of clogs in Britain. Vigeon rejects the myth 
that clogs were inspired by the wooden shoes of Flemish weavers. 
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Further Reading 


Walkley, Frank, Clogs Were My Life, Lewes, 1998. Frank Walkley’s 
autobiography gives the history of his clog business into the 1980s, and 
gives an impression of the clog making trade at that time. Walkley is 
dismissive of ‘one man band’ rival clog makers. 


Watts, John, Celebrated Clasps & Toe Plates, Cloggers’ & Shoemakers’ 
Tools and Accessories, Sheffield, c1920. A catalogue of the clasps, toe 
plates (‘tins’), and tools produced by a Sheffield manufacturer and sold 
to many cloggers throughout Britain. Free download from the Internet 
Archive here. 


Williams, Launcelot, The Old Art of Clogging (Lancashire Life article), 
Manchester, 1953. A short article about the display of clogger’s tools in 
the Castle Museum, York, and an explanation of how clogs were made 
entirely by hand, largely a lost art by the 1950s. 


Titles by year of publication 


c1899 Broughton, Alderman Thomas, History of the Clog & Patten Trade 
Accrington. 


1915 Amalgamated Society of Journeymen Cloggers, Rules, Oldham. 


c1920 Watts, John, Celebrated Clasps & Toe Plates, Cloggers’ & Shoemakers’ 
Tools and Accessories, Sheffield. 


1940 Sommerfield, Adolf, History of footwear with wooden soles, Berlin. 


1950s Clog Publicity Association, Clogs, Hebden Bridge. 


1953 Williams, Launcelot, The Old Art of Clogging (Lancashire Life article), 
Manchester. 


1962 Jenkins, J. Geraint, Clog Making (Woodworker magazine article), London. 


1977 Vigeon, Evelyn, Clogs or Wooden Soled Shoes, Journal of the Costume 
Society. 


1978 Noorlander, H., Wooden shoes — their makers and their wearers, Arnhem. 


1979 Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Clapham (Yorkshire). 
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1980s Mickelborough, Jane, Clog Catalogue, Darwen (Lancashire). 


1981 


1983 


1984 


1989 


1993 


1997 


1997 


1998 


2002 


2006 


2008 


2021 


2021 


2021 


2021 


2022 


2022 


Dobson, Bob, Clattering Clogs, Blackpool. 
Broomhead, Duncan, Clogmakers — A Directory, Manchester. 
Atkinson, Jeremy Clogs and Clogmaking, Aylesbury. 


Fallon, Sally and Lepp, Jane, The 1989 Clogmakers/Clogrepairers 
Directory, Cheshire. 


Dobson, Bob, Concerning Clogs, Blackpool. 


Clyndes, Andrea, Sparking Clogs — A Brief History of Walkley Clogs, 
Todmorden. 


Hartley, Marie and Ingilby, Joan, Making Boots, Shoes & Clogs, Otley. 
Walkley, Frank, Clogs Were My Life, Lewes. 


de Boer, Tet, European Wooden Shoes — Their history and diversity, The 
Netherlands. 


Grew, Francis and de Neergaard Margrethe, Shoes and Pattens, 
Woodbridge. 


Atkinson, Jeremy, Clogs and Clogmaking, Botley. 


Jackson, Michael L., Memories of the Turtons of Skelmersdale, Lancashire — 
Celebrated Clog Makers, Adlington (Lancashire). 


Jackson, Michael L., Clog Makers to the Stars, Adlington (Lancashire). 
Jackson, Michael L., Lanky Yankees, Adlington (Lancashire). 


Jackson, Michael L., The Miniature Marvels of Edward Rushton — 
Oswaldtwistle Clog Maker, Adlington (Lancashire). 


Jackson, Michael L., The Clog Making Cleggs of Lancashire’s Fylde, 
Adlington (Lancashire). 


Jackson, Michael L., The Cleggs — A Lancashire Clog Making Dynasty, 
The Lancastrian, Friends of Real Lancashire. 
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2022 


2022 


2023 


2023 


2023 


Further Reading 


Jackson, Michael L., The Aarons of Halifax — Boot, Shoe & Clog Makers, 
Adlington (Lancashire). 


Butterworth, Philip, Thomas Lamb, Master Clogger and George Childs, 
Journeyman Clogger: The Last Cloggers in Oldham, Part I, Tools and Trades 
History Society. 


Butterworth, Philip, Thomas Lamb, Master Clogger and George Childs, 
Journeyman Clogger: The Last Cloggers in Oldham, Part I, Tools and Trades 
History Society. 


Butterworth, Philip, Thomas Lamb, Master Clogger and George Childs, 
Journeyman Clogger: The Last Cloggers in Oldham, Part III, Tools and Trades 
History Society. 


Jackson, Janet M., About Clogs and Wooden Shoes, Adlington 
(Lancashire). 


Undated 
Colne Valley Museum, The Clog Maker, Golcar, possibly 1990s. 


Dendermonde, Max and Scholten, Herman, Wooden Shoes of Holland, The 
Netherlands. 
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Availability of free PDF editions 


A number of the publications are either out of copyright, or their authors have given 
permission for them to be distributed as free PDFs. Such titles plus those written by 
Michael L. Jackson have been uploaded to the Internet Archive and are available for 
reading online or as free downloads. Some titles have also been made available in 
Facebook groups, but only for downloading by group members. 


Additional information about clogs, pattens, and wooden shoes may be found on the 
following Facebook pages: 


Clogs & Pattens of Britain & Ireland 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes 


Ceramic Clogs & Wooden Shoes 


Links to Google Photos albums of photographs of clogs, pattens, wooden shoes, 
tools, postcards, souvenirs, etc. may be found on the following Pinterest boards 
created by Michael L. Jackson: 


UK Clogs 

Pattens & Patten Rings 

Clasp Clogs 

Boot Clogs (all styles) 

Boot Clogs (lace-up) 

Boot Clogs (flap & buckle) 

Baltic Clogs (1, 2 or 3 buckle versions) 
Over-Clogs 

One-bar Clogs (buttons & buckles) 
Shoe Clogs (with laces) 

Shoe Clogs (with buckles) 

Fancy / Dandy Clogs 

Step Dancing Clogs 

North West Morris Dancing Clogs 
Wartime Clogs & Wooden Shoes 
Slipper Clogs & Slip-on Clogs 
Ankle-strap Clogs 

Clogs with unusual uppers 

Children's Clogs and Wooden Shoes 
Miniature Clogs & Pattens 

Clog Making & Repairing Components & Tools 
Clog & Wooden Shoe Ornaments & Souvenirs 
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Clog & Wooden Shoe Badges & Brooches 

Dolls & Toy Animals in Clogs & Wooden Shoes 
Clog-related Records 

Museum Clog Collections 

Clog Postcards: Clog & Wooden Shoe Makers 

Clog Postcards: Ordinary People 

Clog Postcards: Performers (Dancers & Actors) 

Clog Postcards: People in Costumes 

Clog Postcards: Places 

Clog Postcards: Holiday Wind-ups 

Making Clogs & Wooden Shoes (Videos) 
Clog-related Documents 

Books: Clogs & Clogmaking 

Books: Clog Dancing & Clog Dancers 

Riggs of Hawkshead 

Clogs and Beer 

Historic Lancashire 

World Clogs & Wooden Shoes 

World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Mainly Wood 

World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Patten-like Shoes 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Boots & Shoes 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Slip-ons 

World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - German Shoes 1930s 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - French Shoes 1942 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Souvenirs etc. 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Making & Repairing 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Books 

World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Postcards & Beermats 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Dutch Postcards 
World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Documents 

World Clogs & Wooden Shoes - Other People's Pins 
Books: European Wooden Shoes (Sabots & klompen) 
Ceramic Clogs & Wooden Shoes 


More boards relevant to clogs and wooden shoes may be added in future. Check the 
following Pinterest board: 


Michael L. Jackson's Pinterest Boards 


The following webpage also presents previews of the Pinterest boards: 


https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/pinterest-boards 
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Further Reading 
Other pages on that website which may be of interest are as follows: 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/pattens-patten-rings 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/clasp-clogs 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/boot-clogs 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/shoe-clogs 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/clog-wooden-shoe-illustrations 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/postcards 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/documents 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/free-pdf-downloads 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/videos-makers 
https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/books-magazines 


https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/useful-links 


Additional pages will be added to https://www.clogsandpattens.org.uk/home in due 
course. 
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